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MENDELSSOHN STRIKES RIGHT NOTE TO WIN JUVENILE TURF

DEL MAR, Calif. (Nov. 3, 2017) – Derrick Smith. Mrs. John Magnier and Michael Tabor’s favored
Mendelssohn ($11.60) swept past Sands of Mali at mid-stretch and then held off a late bid from Untamed
Domain by a length to win the 11th running of the $1 million Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf (G1) for 2year-olds Friday afternoon at Del Mar racetrack.
Trained by Aidan O’Brien and ridden by Ryan Moore, Mendelssohn covered the mile on a firm turf
course in 1:35.97. Mendelssohn is a Kentucky-bred son of Scat Daddy and a half-brother to three-time
Breeders’ Cup winner Beholder. It was the second victory in five starts for Mendelssohn.
The victory was the fourth in the race for O’Brien and Moore with previous triumphs coming with Wrote
(2011), George Vancouver (2012) and Hit It a Bomb (2015). It was the 13th Breeders’ Cup victory for
O’Brien and ninth for Moore.

BREEDERS’ CUP JUVENILE TURF QUOTES
Winning trainer Aidan O’Brien (Mendelssohn) – “He’s progressed with every race. We were
afraid to change him up, so we kept him on the grass. He’s stepped up every time. This is
marvelous. It’s been a big team effort this year.”
Winning jockey Ryan Moore (Mendelssohn) – “We made the best of the draw in number one.
He ran a good race at Newmarket and he quickened well today.”
Second-place trainer H. Graham Motion (Untamed Domain) – “He ran awesome. But, it’s
awfully tough to come in second in these races. It’s better than seventh I guess. I’m happy to be
second, but you only have one shot at these races. He didn’t get sharp away from there, but he
never has been. He had to come very wide, but he ran great.”
Second-place jockey Jose Ortiz (Untamed Domain) – “He’s always kind of slow out of the
gate and he was today again. I saw, on the inside going into the backside, lots of guys were
checking. A lot of people were in trouble and clipping heels. Then I saw (Kent) Desormeaux

sitting chilly on the outside. I knew we were going to be a little wide, but I’m glad I had a clear
run to get second.”
Third-place trainer Chad Brown (Voting Control) – “He had a really good trip, He was just
third best. I’m real proud of the horse. I thought he ran big.”
Third-place jockey Javier Castellano (Voting Control) – “I had a good trip. I followed
(Mendelssohn) every step of the way. When I got through in the stretch it took him time to get
some momentum. I don't think he's a mile horse. I think he's more of a mile and a sixteenth, mile
and an eighth type of horse.”
Jockey Flavien Prat (Sands of Mali, 9th) – “He ran very well, gave me a kick when I asked
him, but just got tired at the end.”
Jockey Frankie Dettori (James Garfield, 10th) – “It was a very rough race. He was knocked
about all over the place for four furlongs. He had no chance.”
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