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OVERSEAS HORSES
There was a buzz around the European barn this morning as some of Europe’s leading trainers
were trackside to watch their charges go through their exercise routines out on the Del Mar track.
Sir Michael Stoute, Hugo Palmer and Charlie Hills all flew in to California last night and watched
Ulysees (Longines Turf), Queen’s Trust (Filly & Mare Turf), Home of The Brave (Mile) and Cotai
Glory (Turf Sprint) all stretch their legs.
Ulysees, with Kevin Richardson in the saddle cantered a lap and a half of the turf with Queen’s
Trust following closely behind. When asked about the condition of the turf track Richardson said “It is
really good, there is absolutely no firm in it whatsoever.”
Cotai Glory and Home of the Brave both did a steady canter before returning to the barn.
Hugo Palmer, who will actually leave California for Australia to saddle his Melbourne Cup
runner before the weekend, said of his Mile challenger Home of the Brave, “This race has been his target
all season, we always wanted to bring him here. He should love the track and the going, and hopefully
they will help him perform to his very best. I have never had him better than he is now.”
Also out on the turf were Juvenile Turf hopefuls James Garfield, Masar, Rajasinghe and Sands
of Mali. All got a good feel of the surface with steady canters with the exception of James Garfield who
did a stronger piece of work around a circuit of the track.
George Scott looked on as James Garfield rolled in the sand ring three times back at the
Quarantine Barn after his morning workout, and said “He’s in great form, he had a spin round the bend
this morning, and he handled it well. He’s a handy horse, so you’d expect him to. He’s a happy horse
right now, and let’s hope everything keeps going to plan.”
Once again Charlie Appleby was on hand to witness his two charges Masar (Juvenile Turf) and
Wuheida (Filly & Mare Turf)
Wuheida looked well at ease on the turf and went a nice steady pace with Kirsty Milczarek in the
saddle.
“I’m very happy right now with both Wuheida and Masar,” Appleby said. “They are both doing
well, working well, and seem in good form, so I’m hoping they’ll both give a good account of themselves
come the weekend.”
The Irish duo of Now You’re Talking (Juvenile Fillies Turf) and Beckford (Juvenile Turf) both
did slightly stronger canters than the ones they did Tuesday. Both seemed happy in their new
surroundings and there appears to be an air of confidence growing around Beckford’s chances in
Saturday’s race.
Marsha (Turf Sprint), who will be locking horns again with Lady Aurelia after their showdown
in the Nunthorpe Stakes at York in August had race rider Luke Morris on board and they went for a

school around the paddock before jogging around a couple of circuits of the main track behind a pony
before doing hack canter and returning home.
“That is just what was wanted” Morris said. “She needed that to keep the lid on her. She felt
really good and it was reasonably quiet out there this morning. But when a horse went passed her she was
ready to go.
“This is my first Breeders’ Cup and I am really excited about being here. There is a real vibe
about the place and you can feel the atmosphere building up.”
Andre Fabre’s Talismanic (Turf) followed a similar procedure to yesterday and jogged half a lap
of the track before turning around at the top of the home stretch and cantering around one lap of the main
track.
The remaining three French challengers, Senga (Filly & Mare Turf), Karar and Zelzal (both
Mile) all went out on to the main track and did a gentle canter.
Francis-Henri Graffard was at track side to see Karar do his morning routine and was pleased
with what he saw.
“We did a gentle canter this morning out on the dirt and tomorrow we will go out on to the turf,”
Graffard said.
Ribchester (Mile) was the final European horse to go out on to the track this morning. Looking
really well in his coat the son of Iffraaj went around two circuits of the turf and both Sean Huggan and
Billy Garrity who are looking after the horse whilst at Del Mar were very pleased with how the horse
handled the track.
The 13-strong contingent from Ballydoyle is expected to clear quarantine tonight and should be
out on the track tomorrow morning.
TURF
Chad Brown (Beach Patrol and Fanciful Angel) – Both of Chad Brown’s entrants for the $4
million Longines Turf went to the track with good energy Wednesday morning. Three-time Grade I
winner Beach Patrol and multiple Grade I-placed Fanciful Angel each had a routine gallop and quickly
returned to Barn DD.
While Michael Dubb, Head of Plains Partners and Madaket Stables’ et al.’s Fanciful Angel is a
recent private acquisition who has made a return that investment quickly – especially when finishing
second to his stablemate last out in the $500,000 Joe Hirsch Turf Classic Invitational – James Covello,
Sheep Pond Partners and Head of Plains Partners’ Beach Patrol has risen sharply to the top of the
American turf division. The compact dark bay son of Lemon Drop Kid is 2-for-2 since teaming up with
Joel Rosario, including consecutive Grade I victories in the Arlington Million and aforementioned Joe
Hirsch. A win on Saturday in the 12f turf event would likely mean an Eclipse Award for champion older
turf male.
“We had (2013 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf runner-up) Testa Rossi, who I believe had a
great shot a couple years ago, but this is as good as it gets,” Covello said. “When we first bought Beach
Patrol as a 3-year-old, I thought he would be this good and he projected on numbers to get as good as he
is right now, but it obviously it took time and he didn’t seem to get any better last year. It took until this
year for him to do it, but he’s really been running well.
“I’m not super-confident because it’s a great race and the post (12) is a little outside what I would
have wanted,” Covello continued. “I don’t know how pressured he’s going to be and you have to beat
Highland Reel and Ulysses, whom I have a lot of respect for, not to mention all the good U.S. horses. It’s
supposed to be tough because it’s the Breeders’ Cup Turf, but I know he will run his race. That is what I
am confident in. He always does.”
Oscar Performance – Amerman Racing’s Oscar Performance galloped 1 3/8m before the
morning renovation break with exercise rider Arnoldo Orellana aboard for trainer Brian Lynch.

Winner of the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf last year at Santa Anita, Oscar Performance will be
piloted for the 10th consecutive time Saturday by Jose Ortiz.
“Jose has always had a lot of confidence in him and he rides him with a lot of confidence,” Lynch
said of the young rider who got his initial Breeders’ Cup victory with Oscar Performance last year and has
been aboard for all six of his victories. “Each time ‘Oscar’ has lost, Jose has learned from it.”
MILE
Ballagh Rocks – Donegal Racing’s Ballagh Rocks has continued to train forwardly for the
toughest test of his career in the Breeders’ Cup Mile for trainer Bill Mott. The son of Stormy Atlantic
went to the track Wednesday morning, two days after his final breeze, a 4f turf drill in 49.60, with an easy
gallop.
Ballagh Rocks will have to improve to compete against the world’s best turf milers, but has held
his own against American Grade I company. Last out, he was a gaining third — beaten a half-length — in
the Shadwell Turf Mile at Keeneland on Oct. 7. A race prior he was third in the Fourstardave at Saratoga
on Aug. 12. The winners of both of those events, Suedois and World Approval, return in the Mile.
“I’m hopeful that there’s a good honest pace in there,” Mott said. “He’s run well against good
horses but never blown by any of those horses. He needs a strong one to run into. I think that’ll help him
out a little bit.”
Heart to Heart – Terry Hamilton’s $1.5 million earner Heart to Heart galloped 1 3/8m on the
main track before the morning renovation break under exercise rider Arnoldo Orellana for trainer Brian
Lynch.
A nine-time graded-stakes winner, Heart to Heart is seeking his first Grade 1 score in Saturday’s
Mile and will be ridden by Julien Leparoux.
“I had a lot of options for riders, but Julien fits him best,” Lynch said of the rider who has been
aboard for six of those graded-stakes scores. “Plus Julien knows this track better than some of the other
riders.”
This will be the seventh time Heart to Heart has started in a Grade 1 race. He has finished second
three times, most recently being caught late in the Shadwell Turf Mile at Keeneland by fellow Mile rival
Suedois.
Were Heart to Heart break through Saturday, Lynch has a pretty good idea of what he will do.
“I will probably rip the roof right off the grandstand,” Lynch said with a laugh.
FILLY & MARE TURF
Chad Brown (Lady Eli, Dacita, Grand Jete) — Trainer Chad Brown expressed satisfaction in
the form of his trio of horses for the $2 million Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Turf, led by the barn darling,
Sheep Pond Partners’ Lady Eli. All three went through routine gallops Wednesday morning and returned
promptly to Barn DD with their reigning Eclipse Award-winning conditioner following attentively.
Each charge enters the 9f grass event in good form. Sheep Pond Partners and Bradley
Thoroughbreds’ Dacita, a multiple Grade 1 winner, and Juddmonte Farms’ highly regarded homebred
Grand Jete enter their third consecutive race together. In August, Dacita won the Beverly D. by a halflength, while a traffic-riddled Grand Jete flew home for the place after breaking free. Four weeks ago,
Grand Jete finished third by a length after setting the pace as the even-money choice in the Flower Bowl
Invitational at Belmont, with Dacita finishing a hard-charging head second to War Flag.
“Both (Dacita and Grand Jete) are training well,” Brown said. “Dacita is very accomplished in
her own right. She’s won some really big races for us and always shows up. Grand Jete is a horse who
really keeps improving. She’s had two really bad trips in a row and if she works out a trip this time, she
could be right there. I think she’s a top-quality horse and just needs a clean trip.”

Champion Lady Eli, on the other hand, will likely be running her last race Saturday, as she is
slated to go in the Fasig-Tipton November Sale days after. The daughter of Divine Park enters with a
record of 10-3-0 from 13 starts, including Grade I wins in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf,
Belmont Oaks Invitational, Flower Bowl Invitational, Gamely and Diana. She gained the adoration and
admiration of the racing world when she overcame laminitis, further adding to her reputation as a
determined superstar. Second by a nose in last year’s Filly & Mare Turf, she returns as the favorite and on
the strength of two stellar Saratoga performances against the best of her division.
“Lady Eli is an amazing horse,” Brown said. “After all she’s been through at her age and after all
the races to see her on top of her game is amazing. She’s just as much on point as last year and ran a great
race last year. Queen’s Trust just found a little bit more under a great ride by Frankie Dettori. Hopefully
we can work out a good trip from that post and she’ll bring her best. A mile and an eighth is fine. It’s a
good distance for her. There are others in there who like a mile and an eighth as well, so she will just have
to try her best.”
Birdie Gold – This lightly raced 3yo daughter of Birdstone will be making her first start in the
United States leaving trainer Gary Mandella at something of a loss for words except for what he's been
able to glean from her training and her record.
“She stood in the gate and then galloped a mile and a half,” Mandella said. “I'm hoping to get her
to the paddock so she can experience that. It’s much different than in her native Peru where they saddle in
a much quieter atmosphere.
“I've only had her about four months. This will be her first start here. We didn’t show up for an
easy spot, but I'm very happy with my filly.”
Kitten’s Roar – Kenneth and Sarah Ramsey have had a successful history in the Breeders’ Cup
Filly & Mare Turf, having annexed 2015’s edition with Stephanie’s Kitten, but they are on the outside
looking in in 2017 with Kitten’s Roar, the first also-eligible.
Trained by Mike Maker, the daughter of Kitten’s Joy has been a beacon of longevity and
consistency this season and exits a tough loss over soft ground in the Grade I E. P. Taylor at Woodbine on
Oct. 15. In the money in 15 of 18 races, she has two stakes wins this year.
“She’s sharp as always and has shown no signs of being tired or anything,” Maker said.
“Hopefully she gets in. She had a rough go of it in the last race and she ran well. She’s a tough filly, but
she’s had a good season and she always tries. She’ll go right from here to the (Fasig Tipton November)
sale.”
Zipessa – Empyrean Stables’ Zipessa, winner of the First Lady at Keeneland in her most recent
start, galloped 1 1/4m early Wednesday morning under exercise rider Jose Alvarado.
Trained by Mike Stidham, Zipessa will be partnered Saturday by Joe Bravo, who was aboard for
the Keeneland victory as well as last year when Zipessa finished fifth in the race beaten 3 ¼ lengths by
Queen’s Trust as the longest shot in the race at 53-1.
Stidham is scheduled to arrive in San Diego this afternoon and be at the barn Thursday morning.
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